Dosing and conversion chart for opioid analgesics

“ Oral Dose Parenteral Dose Adults > 50 kg Adults < 50 kg

Oral Parenteral Oral Parenteral
Morphine1 30mgqg3-4h 10mgq3-4h 15-30mg q 3-4 h 10mgqg3-4h 0.3 mg/kg q 3-4 h 0.1 mg/kg q 3-4 h
Codeine? 130 mgq3-4h 75mgqg3-4h 60 mgq3-4h 60mgq2hIMorSQ 1 mg/kg q 3-4 h3 Not recommended
Fentany! 0.1
Hydromorphone 7.5mgq3-4h 1.5mgq3-4h 6mgq3-4h 1.5mgq3-4h 0.06 mg/kg g 3-4 h 0.015 mg/kg q 3-4 h
Hydrocodone 30mgqg3-4h Not available 10mgqg3-4h Not available 0.2 mg/kg q 3-4 h Not available
Levorphanol 4mgqg6-8h 2mgq6-8h 4mgqg6-8h 0.04 mg/kg q 6-8 h 0.02 mg/kg q 6-8 h3 0.02 mg/kg g 6-8 h
Meperidine 300mgq2-3h 75mgqg3h Not recommended 100mgq3h Not recommended 0.75mg/kg q 2-3 h
Methadone (Acute) 20mgq 6-8 h 10 mg g 6-8 h 20mgq6-8 h 10mg g 6-8 h 0.2 mg/kg q 6-8 h 0.1 mg/kg q 6-8 h
Oxycodone 20mgq3-4h Not available 10mgqg3-4h Not available 0.2 mg/kg q 3-4 h3 Not available
Oxymorphone Not available 1mgq3-4h Not available 1mgq3-4h Not recommended Not recommended
Opioid agonist-antagonist and partial agonist
Buprenorphine Not available 0.3-0.4 mg g 6-8 h Not available 0.4 mgq6-8h Not available 0.004 mg/kg q 6-8 h
Butorphanol Not available 2mgq3-4h Not available 2mgqg3-4h Not available Not recommended
Nalbuphine Not available 10mgq3-4h Not available 10mgqg3-4h Not available 0.1 mg/kg q 3-4 h
Pentazocine 150 mgq3-4h 60 mg q3-4h 50 mg q4-6 h Not recommended Not recommended Not recommended
1 For morphine, hydromorphone and oxymorphone, rectal administration is an alter- ing incremental analgesia with increasing doses but continually increasing consti-
nate route for patients unable to take oral medications, but equianalgesic doses pation and other side effects.
may differ from oral and parenteral doses because of pharmacokinetic differences. 3 Caution: Doses of aspirin and acetaminophen in combination opioid/NSAID prepa-

2 Caution: Codeine doses above 65 mg often are not appropriate, due to diminish- rations must also be adjusted to the patient’s body weight.



